WHAT IS A
DIRTY BOMB?

A dirty bomb is a weapon that combines an explosive with
radioactive material. It is not a nuclear device.

But a dirty bomb could create fear and panic, contaminate
property and require costly cleanup.

What to do in case of a dirty bomb

o Stay calm. Remember, your best defense is knowledge. Terrorists would
use a dirty bomb not for the destruction it could produce, but because the
idea of a “dirty bomb,” which people don’t understand, could cause fear,
terror, chaos and injury.

@ Listen. Pay attention to emergency broadcasts for the latest information on
what to do and where to go.

@ Protect yourself. You may be asked to evacuate or take shelter. It is critical
to listen to instructions from local officials.

Evacuate or Take Shelter

o Listen to officials

o To get emergency alerts go to: http://capitalert.gov

o Evacuate as told, and get inside a building with closed doors and
windows as soon as you are out of the evacuation zone

o Stay away from plume or dust cloud

o Cover your mouth and nose with a mask or fabric to avoid
inhaling radioactive material

o Remove contaminated clothing and place in a sealed plastic bag;
contact authorities

° Wash skin; avoid any contact with the mouth

o Local news will advise people where to report for radiation monitoring
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If you would like to learn more about dirty bombs, or have a Citizen Corps member speak to your
group, visit readyvirginia.gov.

Source: “Dirty Bombs.” Protecting People and the Environment. United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission

This document was prepared under a grant from FEMA’s Grant Programs Directorate, U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Points of view or
opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of FEMA’'s Grant
Programs Directorate or the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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